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ADVERTISEMENT, 


HE following Letter was found 


among the Papers of the late 


Archbiſhop Secher. It was written, 
.in Conſequence of a Letter, dated 
May 9, 1750, from the late Lord 


Walpole, to the late Dr. $ herlack, Bi- 


ſhop of London; which was commu- 


end by the latter to Biſhop Secker, 
Jan. 2, 1750-1. 


It is now printed 1 in F to an 


Order left with it under his Grace's 
own Hand (dated May 25, 17 759! in 


theſe Words: 


Les the Letter, written by me to 


Mr. Walpole, concerning Biſhops in 


F 


America, be printed after my Death. 
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70 THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


HORATIO WALPOLE, Ely, 


$ 1 R. f 05 e e Fon: 7 ates 


nicating to me your Letter to the Bi- 


lip of London. I have read it with all that 
Attention and Regard, wich is fo juſtly due 


to your ſuperior Abilities, and long Experi- 
ence, and meritorious Zeal for our preſent 
happy Eſtabliſhment, and the public Wel- 
fare. But ſtill I cannot ſee the Scheme, to 


which it relates, in the ſame Light that you 
do. And though, if ever he hath converſed 


with you on the Subject ſince, he hath doubt- 
leſs ſaid every thing material by way of Re- 


ply, which I can ſuggeſt, and much more: 


yet as he doth not ſeem to have laid any thing 
further before you in Writing, I beg leave to 
B trouble 


Return You my humble Thanks for the 
Honour you have done me, in commu- 
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2 A LETTER to the 
trouble you with what hath occurred to me: 
which, as the Seſſion is not yet. begun, you 
may poſſibiy have ſorhe Leilute | to "look 
upon. ty | 
The Thing propoſed is, that two or three 
Perſons ſhould be ordained Biſhops, and ſent | 
into our American Colonies, to adminiſter 
Confirmation, and give Deacons and Prieſts 
Orders to proper Candidates, and exerciſe 
ſuch Juriſdiction over the Clergy of the 
Church of England in thoſe Parts, as the late 
Biſhop of London's Commiſſaries did, or ſuch 
as it might be thought proper that any future 
Commiſſaries ſhould, if this Defign were not 
to take place. The Queſtions that ariſe on this 
Propoſal, are: Is it a reaſonable one in it- 
felf ? And if 1 it be, Are there any ſuch Dan- 
gers of its being extended to introduce exor- 
bitant Church Powers, or of its railing Un- 
eaſineſſes Abroad or at Home, as may not- 
withſtanding, at leaſt for the Ae be 108 
Objections againſt it? 5 
The Reaſonableneſs of tlie Propofal, ab- 
ſtractedly conſidered, you ſeem, Sir, to ad- 
mit. And indeed it belongs to the very Na- 
ture of Epiſcopal Churches, to have Biſhops 
ELIT — at 
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Right Hon, Hoxatio Warroxz, Eſq. 3 
at proper Diſtances, preſiding over them. 


Nor was there ever before, I believe, in the 
Chriſtian World, an Inſtance of ſuch a Num- 


ber of ſuch Churches, or a tenth Part of that 


MURINE: with no Biſhop among them, or 


CSF i 


But the Condderation of the Epiſcopal Acts 


which are requiſite, will prove the Need 


of Epiſcopal Reſidence more fully. Confir- 


mation is an Office of our Church, derived 
from the primitive Ages; and when adminiſ- 
tered with due Care, a very uſeful one. All 


our People in America ſee the Appointment 


of it in their Prayer-books, immediately af- 


ter their Catechiſm. And if they are denied 
it, unleſs they will come over to England | for 


it; they are in Effect prohibited the Exerciſe | 
of one Part of their Religion. , Again, if 
they gre to have no Ordinations chere, they 
muſt either ſend Perſons hither to be or- 


dained, or take ſuch as come to them from 


hence. Sending their Sons to ſo diſtant a 
Country, and ſo different a Climate, muſt 


be very inconvenient and diſagrecable : and 


taking the Small- pox here, is ſaid to be pecu- 
Party fatal to them. The Expence alſo muſt 
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be grievous tos Peron ofrſitmall Fortunes; 
ſuch as moſt art who tbfeed np cheir Chil- 
dren for Orders: yet net ſufficient to bring 
any Aèceſſion of Wealth to this Nation, 
that bud be worth naming, were more of 
that Rank to ceme. But in fact, very fer 
of the do. Therefore they muſt be ſup- 
| plied! chiefly from hence. And not many in 
Proportion will go from hence, but Perſons 
of deſperate Fortunes, ' low Qualifications; 
and bad or doubtful Characters: who can- 
not anſwer, as they ought, the End for 
which they are deſigned. And it deſerves 
Obſervation, that a great Part of them are 
Srcotob. I need not ſay what Chance there is 
that Epiſcepal Clergymen of that Country 
may be diſaffected to the Government / No- 
if inſtead of ſach, Natives of the Planta- 
tions were bred in their Colleges, with a 
View to Orders; notwithſtanding: which. 
their young Men of Faſſiion would till 
come to EU for polite Aecompliſhments; 
this would afford conHeiẽ,]ẽ Opportunities 
to Parents of providing for ſome of their 
Children Handſomely, and Encouragement 
to the? Inhabitants. to build and endow- 
| 1 Churches, 
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Churches, to furniſh Parſonage-houſes, and 
ſtock Glebes, which now. run to Ruin for 
want of it. Anf Clergymen whoſe Families 
were known, would be more reſpeſted, and 
have a better Infſuenee than Vagabond Stran- 


riſdiction over the Clergy, it would ſtand juſt 
as ĩt hath done hitherto, only with this Differ- 
ence} that the Exhortations and, Directions 
of-aiPerſan inveſted with the Epiſcopal Cha- 
racter, would be more readily, and carefully 
are which proceed from their Equals: and 
Miſbehaviours might thus be more effectually 
prevented, than they can afterwards be pu- 
niſhed and reRtified, Nor is this a Point of 
Conſequence only to themſelves: and their 
Hearers; but to the Public; as the Behavi- 
our of the Cengy in general is. And if by 


reforming them, and introducing better Or- 


der into the, Churches of oun Communion, 
more of the Inhabitants ſhould come ayer - 
to it, as they naturally will, this would be a 
further public Benefit, For Members of the 
Church of England will think themſelves 


more connected) with Hnglands than others. 


EP 1% It. P And 


And ſuppoſing them not to be Jacabites, 
their Acknowledgment of the King's Supre- 
macy will incline them to be dutifuller Sub- 
jects than the 1 ] 
knowledge it. 15 a 976 

But allowing the Eſtabliſhment of Biſhops 
5 merica to be reaſonable in itſelf, the ſe. 
eond Queſtion is, Whether the Danger of 
increaſing Church Power by Means of ſuch 
an Eſtabliſhment, be not a ſufficient Objec- 
tion againſt it? Now againſt Things evi- 
dently right and uſeful, no Dangers ought 


to: be pleaded, but ſuch as are both very pro- 


bable and great; and from confirming and 
ordaining, no Danger of this Kind, I pre- 


ſume is apprehended. Vet theſe are the only 


new Powers that will be exerciſed. No 
other Juriſdiction is deſired for the propoſed 
Biſhops than the preceding Commiſſaries 


have enjoyed; and even that, on this Occa- 


ſion, may be aſcertained and limitted more 
accurately, if it be requiſite, But here it is 
aſked, How any Perſons can undertake to 
promiſe, that no additional Powers ſhall 
hereafter be propoſed and preſſed on the 
Ann Whew: Biſhops have once been 
I ſettled? 


| Right Hon. HoraTro Warport, Eſq. 7 
ſettled ? And ſtrictly ſpeaking, indeed, no- 
thing of this Nature can ever be promiſed 
in any Caſe. But if the Diſſenters had been 
aſked, -on their applying for a Toler ation, 


how they could undertake to promiſe, that 
when that Point was once ſettled, nothing 


further, nothing hurtful to the eſtabliſhed 
Church, ſhould ever be propoſed and preſſed 
on the Government by them, ſurely this 
would not have been ſufficient to defeat their 
Application. And yet what could they haye 


anſwered ? Not more, if ſo much, as can 


| be' atiſwered in the preſent Caſe: that no 
ſuch Thing is at all intended; and that 
though- it were, there would be no Danger, 


either of the Intention taking Effect, or 


W any Diſturbance. 


But on the former of theſe Anon our . 
Sineerity may be queſtioned, For it is ar- 


gued, that Biſhops doubtleſs think the Powers, 
which they have in this Nation, to be ſtrictly 
juſt and reaſonable; and conſequently muſt 


be deſirous of their taking place in the Co- 


lonies. Now for my own Part, and I bes 


lieve my Brethren in general are of the ſame 
Mind, 1 have no Imagmation, that Biſhops 
"are 


5 A LETTER to the 


are intitled to, or that it would be right t. to 
give them, every where, the ſame Powers, 
and Privileges, that we happen, by the par- 
ticular Conſtitution of this Country to poſ- 
ſeſs here. Several Parts of that Conſtitu- 
tion might perhaps full as well have been 
formed otherwiſe. Whether our Share of 
it wight or not, I have never ſet myſelf to 
conſider ; I hope, and am perſuaded, it is on 
the whole as harmleſs and uſeful a Branch, 


as · many others; and I endeavour, fo far as 


I am concerned, to make it ſo. But were I 
to live where Biſhops were only on the ſame 
Footing, on which it 1s now propoſed they 
ſhould be in our Plantations, I ſhould no 
more attempt to raiſe them higher, than I 
ſhould to overturn the eſtabliſhed Form of 
Government in any other Reſpect. It may 
indeed be prudent to ſuſpect Clergymen, 


Miniſters of State, all Men, to ſome De- 


gree. But it cannot be prudent to refuſe 
doing Things that are highly proper, on 


Account of little more than a Poſſibility, 


n 


after attempted. Some Biſhops may be 


— — fond of Church Power, 
and 


5 o ; * »» 8 P », +, » a * : 
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andi it concerns them when they are called 


upon, to defend themſelyes if they can. But 


at Jeaſt I hope we are not. all Jo tt fond of it, 


as to be aiming at that Point now, though 
we ſolemnly profeſs we are not. Vet I be- 
heve there ſcarce is, or ever was 2 Biſhop of 
the Church of England, from che Revolution 


Daffy 2's 


to this, Day, that hath not defired the Eſta- 


bliſhment. of Biſhops in our Colopies., Arch- 
biſhop (Tenniſon, who was ſurely no "High- 
dd left by his Will 1000 J. towards 
it. And many more of the greateſt Emix 
nence, both dead and living, might! be nam- 
ed, ho were and are zealous for it: and vet 


have, always been, applauded by one Par ty, 


and cenſured. by the other, for their Modeta- 


Pm Or Fa Bulhops, : as ſuch, malt of Courſe 
hg Partial, the Society for Ae 
ing.t the Gol pel. gonſilts partly allo 0 inferſor | 
Cler gymen, * y too of Laymen. "Now 
the laſt cannot ſo well be ſuſpettcd o 0 Atl 5 


ing to advance \Becleſia (ical a 
this whole Body of N en, alm moſt ever fine nee 


8.20 TBN 


it was in being th be 10 repeat 
A © er * 0 e ; 3 


OF ; þ ; in. 


— a as nm 
= 


10 A LET T E R. to the 
have the Lay Part of it ever refuſed to con- 
cur in them. | 

But though fome, or many of the Aare 
cates for this Propoſal, were inclined to ſerve 
wrong Purpoſes by it, is there any Likeli- 
hood of its effecting thoſe Purpoſes? Some 


have apprehended juſt the contrary, that it 


will tend to the Depreſſion of the Hierarchy ; 
as it will afford the Laity here an Example 
of Engliſh Bifhops Abroad, with no other than 
ſpiritual Powers : which may tempt them to 
think of reducing us at Home to the ſame 


Condition. But I ſhould be very willing, for 


the Benefit of thoſe of our Communion in 
the Colonies, to run a greater Riſque, than I 


conceive this to be. For the Fact is ſo no- 


torious, that all our temporal Powers and 
Privileges are merely Conceſſions from the 
State; and the Act of Parliament for the 


Suffragan Biſhops, under which ſeveral were 


made in the laſt Century, and others may 
now, exemplifies ſo fully the Poſſibility of 
Biſhops without Peerages, and Conſiſtory 
Courts; that we need have no Fear of any 
new Diſcovery to our Prejudice, from ap- 


pointing a few ſach Biſhops in America. 


But 


Right Hon. HoraTio Warror, Eſq. 11 


But then the oppoſite Fear, of their growing 
up to what we are, would it be ever ſo great 


an Evil if it were to happen, ſeems as un- 


likely. to happen, as moſt Things. I do not 


wonder indeed, that Perſons who were in 


public Stations at the latter End of Queen 
Anne's, and the Beginning of the late King's 
Reign, ſhould have ſtrong Impreſſions re- 


maining in their Minds of the Terrors of 
Ecclefiaſtical Influence, which was then fo 


groſsly abuſed to ſuch wicked Purpoſes. But 
- whoever attends to the preſent State of Things 


in this Reſpect, muſt ſee that there hath been 
a prodigious Change within the laſt thirty 


| Years. Though too many both of the Cler- 
gy and the Laity are diſaffected to the Go- 
vernment on one Account or another; yet 
of the former, even the lower Part are not 

near ſo generally poſſeſſed of the wild High- 


Church Notions, as they were. Nor was a 


Time ever known, when the upper Part were 


ſo univerſally free from them. And yet it 1s 


the upper Part only, that can do the leaſt 
towards ſupporting any exorbitant Preten- 
ſions of Biſhops in the Colonies. Then as 
to the Laity, I hope and believe the Admini- 


n ſtration 


12 ALETTER to the + 
ſtration and their Friends will always ſhew 
Countenance to the Clergy, as far as it is 
neceſſary ; but there is viſibly no Danger of 
their giving them any Encouragement, that 
may be hurtful. Amongſt the Oppoſers of 
the Adminiſtration, few, if any, are at all 
more prejudiced in their Favour. And that 
Regard, which the Bulk of the People had 
for Religion and the Teachers of it, 1s greatly 
diminiſhed, and diminiſhing daily, to a De- 
gree, which I wonder wife Men are not 
alarmed at. For it is as important, even in 
a political View, that they ſhould be able to 
do good, as that they ſhould not be able to do 
harm. Nor do I find, that Bigotry to the 


Church prevails amongſt the Members of it 
in our Colonies; or that there is any Chance 


of their making afterwards imprudent Addi- 


tions to the Authority with which their Bi- 


ſhops will come to them at firſt. On the 
contrary, one Plea againſt the preſent Scheme 


is, that Biſhops, even with the loweſt Powers, 


will give them Jealouſy and Offence. Now 


theſe two oppoſite Dangers cannot both be 


conſiderable; and J apprehend neither of 
them is: but ſurely the former is the leſs of 
1 FEE, „ 


Right Hon. Horatio Warpore, Eſq. 13 


the two. The Biſhop of London's Commiſe 


faries, I believe, have gained no Acceſſions 
to what was granted them originally. And 
Biſhops will be ſtill more narrowly watched 
by the Governors, by other Sects, by the 
Laity, and even the Clergy, of their own 


Communion. Nor will they have a greater 
Dread of any thing, if either ſo good or ſo 


diſcreet Men are choſen, as I promiſe my- 
ſelf will, than of loſing all, by graſping at 


what doth not belong to them. Nor will 


their Patrons here attempt to defend them, 


in what they cannot but know will ruin 


them. As they will be appointed by the 


Crown, which, unleſs I miſtake, the Com- 
miſſaries are not; they will be ſuch Perſons, 
as the Crown can beſt confide in. And if it 
be thought neceſſary, a Right of recalling 
them may be reſerved to the King. Whereas 


I believe, he hath not a Right of ordering 


the Biſhop of London to recall his Commiſ-—- 


faries. Upon the whole, if the preſent Diſ- 
poſition of his Majeſty's Miniſters and Sub- 


jects in Relation to Eccleſiaſtical Authority 
continues the ſame, as in all Likehhood it will, 
there can be no Danger from Biſhops in 


America. 


 _ALETTER:to the 
| America. And if that Diſpoſition ſhould al. 


ter back to what it formerly hath been, which 
Sad forbid, they will be eſtabliſhed with 


greater Powers, than are now deſired for 


them. 


Act of the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, which 


paſſed without any Oppoſition from any body, 


hath expreſly eſtabliſhed Moravian Biſhops 
in America; who have much higher and 
ſtricter Notions of Church Government and 
Diſcipline, than we have. Why then ſhould 
there be ſuch Fear of eſtabliſhing Biſhops of 
the Church of England? If for Want of 
| theſe, the Moravian Biſhops ſhould ordain 
ſuch Miniſters for our People as they thought 
proper; or ſhould they, by adminiſtering 
Confirmation, or by the Reverence of their 
Epiſcopal Character, be continually gaining 
Converts from us; it would be a very unde- 


ſirable Thing on ſeveral Accounts; particu- 


larly on this, that moſt of them refuſe tak- 
ing Oaths, and bearing Arms. Beſides, there 
have been Nonjuring Jacobite Biſhops in our 


| Colonies, not very long ſince, if there are none 
now. And Popuh ones 45 I apprehend, 
bave 


It ought to be conſidered farther, that an 
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have Recourſe to them from time to time. 
At leaſt the Biſhop of Qzebeck hath no ſmall 


Influence in a very important new Settlement 


of ours. May not then the Neglect of hav- 


ing Biſhops of our own, expoſe us to far 


greater Dangers, than the Appointment of 
them can? 
But ſtill the third Queſtion remains, and 
is a very material one, Whether ſuch an Ap- 
pointment, however harmleſs and uſeful it 
might be otherwiſe, would not ſtir up dan- 
gerous Uneaſineſſes, Abroad or at Home? 
And here it is aſked, if the Members of our 


Church in America would like to have Bi- 


ſhops among them, why have they never pe- 
titioned for them? Now ſurely their omit- 
ting it may well be aſcribed, in Part to the 
Thougghtleſſneſs of Mankind about their re- 
ligious Concerns; which hath been ſo pecu- 
harly great in thoſe Countries, that ſome of 


them did not petition for Help, when they 


had no one Office of Chriſtianity adminiſtred 
to them; and partly alſo to this, that pro- 
bably too many of their Clergy think, they 
may both live more negligently, and have a 
better Chance for Prefer ment now, than if a 

"up 
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Biſhop were to inſpect them, and ordain Na- 


tives to be their Rivals. But the chief Rea- 
on, I doubt not, is, that the Inhabitants of 
the Colonies, living at ſuch a Diſtance, and 


not knowing when an Application to the 


Government might be ſeaſonable ; and being 
aſſured, that the Biſhops here, eſpecially the 
Bifnop of London, and the Society for pro- 
pagating the Goſpel, would always be atten- 
tive to this Point, have left it to Them. And 
They, to whom it is thus left, have received 
abundant Proofs, that very great Numbers 


bf the Laity of the Church of England in 


thoſe Countries, of higher as well as lower 


Kank, earneſtly defire to have Biſhops ſettled | 
there, and think it would be a-moſt valuable 


public Benefit. Nor have they found Cauſe 
to imagine that any Oppoſition would be 
made to it from that Quarter. Indeed of 
Courſe it ſhould be preſumed, and none but 
the very ſtrongeſt Evidence admitted to the 
contrary, that all Perſons defire to have with- 


in their Reach, the Means of exerciſing their 


| Religion compleatly: which thoſe of our 

Communion in America, and they alone. of 
all his Majeſty's Subjects, have not. It is 
9 8 ED | true, 
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true, ſome of them have provided againſt en- 

larging the Juriſdiction of the Commiſſaries : 
but none of them have expreſſed any public 
Reluctance to the Appointment of Biſhops. 


I have learned from ſome Papers of Biſhop 
Gibſon, that there was a Deſign 1 in Charles the 


Second's Time, to place one in Virginia; that 
Letters Patents for that Purpoſe are ftill extant; 
and that no other Reaſon appears, why the 


Deſign failed, but that the whole Endowment 


was to have been out of the Cuſtoms: whereas 
| now it is not intended either to burthen the 
Crown, or tax the Subject. Nor can either be 
done hereafter but by Conſent of both. Nor 
is it apprehended, that either will be needful. 
Some conſiderable Gifts have been already 
contributed: and probably more will, when 
the Scheme appears likely to take effect. 
There are likewiſe other Methods that might 
be propoſed. And if they who are againſt it, 
think it will miſcarry for want of a Mainte- 


nance for the Biſhops, they need not take the 


Trouble of oppoſing it. But to go on. For 
above forty Years paſt, the Inhabitants there 
muſt have had frequent Notices, by various 


Ways, that ſuch a Deſign was in Agitation: 


"W_ h "yet 
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yet I have not heard, .that any of them wha 


are Members of 'our Church, have ever fig- 


nified the leaſt Diſlike of it. Of late in- 
deed, the Preſbyterians or Independants of 
New England have. But they cannot be en- 


titled to object againſt placin · Biſnops in 
any other Province, but their own, in which 


there never was any Thought of placing 
them. Whether they would object againſt 


Biſhops coming to officiate occaſionally a- 


mongſt thoſe of the Epiſcopal Perſuaſion in 


that Province, I know not. If they ſhould, 


and perſiſt in it, that may be omitted. But 


it ſeems hardly poſſible that they ſhould, un- 


leſs the groſs Miſrepreſentations, that have 


been ſo officiouſly ſent them from hence, have 


made them deaf to all Reaſon. It is true, 


they fled into America from the Oppreſſions 
of Eccleſiaſtical Power, exerciſed by Biſhops. 
But they cannot fail to know how, much 


that Power hath been long ſince leſſened; 


and the Inclinations and the Principles of 


thoſe, who are intruſted with it, altered for 


the better. If they were here at preſent, 


they would not think of flying from it. 
Why then ſhould they be afraid of Biſhops 


reſorting 
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reſorting to their Country now and then, 


without any Pretenceof Authority over Them, 


but merely to perform ſome religious Acts in 
a few Congregations of Epiſcopal People, 


that are intermixed with them? This is no 


more than Diſſenting Miniſters do here by 
Law, and even Popiſn Pr ieſts and Oe 


by Connivance. 
But at leaſt, before any Argue — 


the Scheme can be drawn fre om the Opinion of 


any of the Colonies, it ought to be fairly ſtated 


to them. This was the ſole Intention of the 
Society for propagating the Goſpel, in their 


late Order for ſending Letters into America. 


They apprehended they might take the Lin 


berty of tranſmitting a true Account of the 


Deſign, when others had taken that of tranſ- 
mitting a falſe one: and that endeavouring 


to procure Evidence in Relation to ſo mate- 


rial a Point in their Cauſe, againſt the Time 
it would come to be tried, was not blame- 


able. However, if they judged ill in attempt- 


ing it, His Majeſty's Equity, and that of his 
Council, may doubtleſs be depended on, that 
my will not reject this Propoſal, as diſagree- 


Ws able 
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able to the Colonies, till a fair Inquiry ſhews, 


whether it be ſo or not. 

But a further Objection againſt it, is, 
That however it may be received there, it 
will immediately raiſe Animoſities here; pro- 


duce Declamations in Pulpits, Controver- 


ſies in P amphlets, Debates in Parliament; 
revive the Diſtinction of High and Low 


among Churchmen, and terrify or provoke 


the Diſſenters. Now amongſt the Clergy, 


I conceive it can make no Diſpute : for every 
Man of Character amongſt them, doth and 
If indeed it were to 
be brought upon the Carpet, and the Ad- 
miniſtration were to oppoſe it, ſome Clergy- 


muſt wiſh it Succeſs. 


men might be tempted to ſay indecent Things 


of them. But the preſent Queſtion is not, 
whether this Affair ought to be attempted, 
if, after being fully weighed, it be diſapproved 
by the Miniſtry : that undoubtedly would be 
very wrong: but whether there be Reaſon 
And certainly 


for them to diſapprove it. 
there is no Reaſon to fear inflaming and ex- 


aſperating any of the Clergy, by declaring 


for it: on the contrary, ſcarce any thing 
would pleaſe them more univer ſally. Nor, 


1 
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J preſume, is the Danger from Pamphlets to 


be thought very great : for moſt virulent ones 


are publiſhed daily both againſt Church and 
State, which yet give the Government no 
Terror at all. Conteſts in Parliament indeed 
would be a Matter of more ſerious Concern. 
But there ſeems no Neceſſity that this Affair 
ſhould ever come into Parliament. For as 
the Law now ſtands, Suffragan Biſhops may 


be ordained with the King's Approbation: 


and the Biſhop of London may ſend thoſe, 


inſtead of .Preſbyters, for his Commiſſaries : 


and they may confirm and ordain, as well as 


exerciſe the Juriſdiction which hath been 
uſual there. But even if the Scheme ſhould 


'be brought into Parliament, it can be op- 
| poſedonly on theſe two Principles: that Epiſ- 
copal Power is a great Grievance in this Na- 


tion, and that it muſt riſe to an equal Height, 
wherever Biſhops are: of which two Pro- 
poſitions, plain Experience proves the former 


to be falſe; and I hope I have proved the 


latter to be ſo. Still ſome Members may be 
blinded by III-will to the Eccleſiaſtical Part 
of our Conſtitution. But ſurely theſe are 
not very many. Beſides, the Adminiſtration 

will 
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will eaſily quiet ſach of them, as are Weir 
Friends. Then the Tories muſt be for Bi- 
ſhops, if it be only to preſerve their own 
Credit. And the Remainder will probably 
find themſelves too inconſiderable to ſtir. 
Therefore the only Danger left, is that of 
alarming and provoking the Body of the Diſ- 
ſenters. Now a few buſy warm Men, are 
not the Body of the Diſſenters. And though 


they may affect to ſpeak in the Name of the 


Whole, yet the Whole will neither think it 
right nor prudent to do all that theſe Gen- 
tlemen are pleaſed to intimate: ſome of whom 
alſo, after arguing properly with them, havg 
owned, that they had little or nothing to ob- 
ject againſt appointing Biſhops in Planta- 
tions of the Epiſcopal Communion: Dr. 
Avery, if 1 am rightly informed, hath ac- 


| knowledged this to the Archbiſhop, as Mr. 
Chandler hath to me. And indeed there is 


no Modeſty, in ſaying, we who are not of 


the eſtabliſhed Church, demand, as a Mat- 
ter of ſtrict Juſtice, the full Exerciſe of our 


Religion here: but at the ſame time inſiſt, 


that the King's Epiſcopal Subjects in Ame- 


rica, with whom we have nothing at all to 


do, 


Exerciſe of Theirs. 
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do, ſhall not, even in thoſe Provinces where 


they are the eſtabliſhed Church, have the full | 
Suppoſe the Preſbyte- 
rians, or Independants in America thought as 
well of Confirmation as we do, and had not 
amongſt them, a proper Officer to admini- 
ſter it: would not they think it inſufferable 
to be denied ſuch a one, and put under a 
Neceſſity of ſending their Children hither for 
it, if they would have it? Suppoſing they 

were obliged only to ſend their Candidates 


for the Miniſtry, hither to be ordained; 


would they have been patient under i it as long, 
as we have been? would they not have cried 
out loudly and inceſſantly for Relief ? For 
my Part, I ſhould have thought them fo well 


entitled to it, as to have been a moſt hearty 


and zealous Advocate for them. It is not 
merely from my Attachment to the Church 
of England, that I am a Favourer of the 
Scheme in queſtion: but from my Love of 
Religious Liberty; which in this Point, the 
Members of the Church of England in our 
Colonies do not enjoy. And I cannot ima- 


gine, how the Diſſenters can pretend to be 


Lovers of it, and wiſh it to be with-held 
from 
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from their Fellow- Subjects. God forbid, 
that we ſhould ever be moved, by this or 
any other Provocation, to wiſh it with-held 
in any Inſtance whatever from the Diſſenters. 


And I believe there never was a Time, when 
the Clergy of this Land were in ſo mild a 


Diſpoſition towards them. Whatever they 


. may plead therefore, it is not Fear that in- 
duces them to oppoſe us on this Occaſion ; 
for they well know that we have neither 
Power nor Wiſh to oppreſs them, or their 
| Brethren, in any Way. But it is a Wan- 
tonneſs of Spirit, which we have not deſerv- 


ed from them. It is an oſtentatious Fond- 


neſs of uſing their Influence with great Per- 


ſons, to grieve Us, without ſerving them- 
ſelves. And inftead of being ſtirred up by 
their Friends Abroad to what they do, their 


Friends Abroad have been ſtirred up by 
Them. Now this is a Sort of Behaviour 
which an Adminiſtration had much better 
check by due Admonitions, than encourage its 
Growth : for how far it may grow, they can- 
not foreſee, The Diſſenters are ſincere Well- 
wiſhers to the Civil Part of our preſent happy 
Eſtabliſhment ; and they are to be eſteemed 
6 and 


Right Hon. HoraTio Warrorz, Eſq. 23 
and loved for it : but not to be gratified at 
the Expence of thoſe, who ſincerely wiſh well 
to both Parts. I am heartily ſorry, that all 
the Members of our Church are not loyal 
and dutiful Subjects to the King : but much 
the greater Part of them are; the Biſhops 
and upper Clergy in particular: and ſurely 
their Deſires merit as kind a Regard in this 
Caſe, as thoſe of the Diſſenters and their 
Leaders. We indeed do not threaten if we 
are diſregarded. But they have no more 
Right to threaten than we: nor need 
they be feared, if they do. Their Threat- 
nings have been very ſafely ſighted in a Point 
which they have much more at Heart, I mean 
the Teſt: and fo they may in this. 

Permit me to add, that were thoſe of our 
Communion, who are unhappily and un- 
juſtly prejudiced either againſt the King, or 
his Miniſtry, worſe, in either of theſe Re- 
ſpects, than they are, ſtill the Endeavour 
ſhould be to make them better in both: for 


till that is done, our domeſtic Affairs will ne- 


ver be on a firm and eaſy Footing. Not that 


any thing wrong or hazardous ſhould be 


done to reconcile them: but every thing that 
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is right and harmleſs. Indeed ſuch Inſtances 
of Kindneſs, when ſhewn them, I am griev- 
ed to ſay it, have not produced, and pro- 
bably will not produce fo great, and much 
leſs ſo ſpeedy Returns as they ought : but 
ſome good Effect they muſt produce; and 
| Perſeverance in a due Regimen will at length 


compleat the Cure. On the other Hand, I 


apprehend, the Rejection of this Propoſal 
will do the Government by far more Hurt 
amongſt the Churchmen, than it can poſſibly 


do them Good amongſt the Diſſenters. When 
the Biſhops are aſked about it, as they fre- 
quently are, by their Clergy and others, what 


. muſt they anſwer? We cannot with Truth 


expreſs Diſapprobation of it, or Indifference | 


unworthy of our Stations. Muſt we then be 


forced to ſay, that we are all ſatisfied of the 


abſolute Fitneſs, the great Advantages, the 


perfect Safety of the Thing, and have re- 


peatedly preſſed for it; but cannot prevail? 
Would not this both ſadly diminiſh our A- 
bility of ſerving the Gavernment, by ſhew- 
ing how little Credit we have with it; and 
make very undeſireable Impreſſions on many 


Minds 
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Minds concerning the King, and thoſe that are 
in Authority under Him; as incapable of be- 
ing won by the Arguments or Intreaties of 

thoſe, who have ſo ſtrong a Zeal for them, to 
do an innocent Favour to the Church ? Still, 
if we cannot ſucceed by reſpectful Applica- 
tions, I know it is our Duty to make the beſt 
of the Matter; and not diſturb the public 


Welfare, becauſe in this Particular we are 


unable to promote it. I would ſpeak as gently 
of the Affair as ever I could, where there was 
Danger of doing Harm; though I ſpeak ſo 
earneſtly, where I would fain hope to do 
Good. But no Mildneſs or Prudence, will 
wholly or nearly prevent the above-mentioned 
Conſequences. | 8 
I am ſenſible it may be argued after all that 
the Failure of ſo many Attempts on Behalf 
of this Scheme, is Preſumption more than, 


enough of there being ſome inſuperable Ob- 
jection againſt it. 
any other Objection, than ſuch as are known, 


But there cannot well be 


and have been produced on the preſent Occa- 
ſion. And if thoſe have been ſufficiently an- 
ſwered, we are not to yield up our own Un- 


derſtandings umplicitly to the Judgments of 


other 
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other Perſons in Times paſt : eſpecially as 
thoſe Judgments differ. For ſome great Men 
have continued as ſteadily to approve of Bi- 
ſhops in America, as others, to diſapprove of 
them. And poſlibly the Reaſons of the latter 
may in Part at leaſt, have bcen only tempo- 
rary, or they may have had too little ſerious 
Attention to religious Matters; or more Fear, 
than they needed, of bringing Difficulties on 
themſelves by engaging in them. But whe- 
| ther any of theſe Things be fo or not, in ge- 
neral it is certain, that many Deſigns have 
been long fruſtrated, or poſtponed, on one 
Account or other, which at length have been 2 
executed, and found beneficial. . 
I beg your Pardon, Sir, for being thus pro- 5 
lix: but I have gone through each Head as 
briefly as I could: and ſhould you think me ever 
ſo much miſtaken, you will do me but ſtrict Juſ- 
tice in believing me to mean well; and to be, 
with the greateſt Reſpect, and the moſt grate- 
ful Senſe of your 9 Treatment of me, 


* 1 R, 
" our moſt he ent 
Humble 8 ervant, 
THO. OXFORD. | 


